Letter of Recommendation





4-October-2000

Re: Jeff Bay, Orion Auld, Eric Knell, Darrell Bishop

 

 

To Whom It May Concern:

 

Mobile Engines started as AskAround, Inc., in 1999, based upon an agent-based next generation search engine technology. By the time first round funding was secured in February, 2000, the company had evolved into a wireless technology company and renamed itself Mobile Engines.  At that time the company had a very small team consisting of 3 founders, 1 engineer and 1 in business development, along with a smattering of part-time and contract help. The company immediately began staffing up, and around April or May discovered and ultimately hired the ‘Shebang’ team of Jeff Bay, Eric Knell, Orion Auld and Darrell Bishop into our engineering team.

 

In a nutshell, the four engineers listed above were 100% as advertised. As we interviewed them as a unit, we expected them to come in as a tight group, become a core part of our engineering team, and form the basis for many critical aspects of quality software development. We also expected that they would integrate well with the existing engineering team, management, and customers.  We needed them to quickly leverage their existing skill sets while assimilating a new set of technologies in the wireless space, and they were able to exceed expectations at all levels.

 

Independent of the ability of these guys to deliver on-time, high quality applications for Mobile Engines, the company had other problems that arose. A small series A and ambitious business plan, coupled with larger than expected expenses meant that securing a sizable, timely series B was critical for the company to grow and ultimately succeed. A general downturn in the high tech market, uncertainty in the venture community about the wireless space, summer being an exceptionally poor time for vc’s, a longer-term monetization strategy for a short-term problem – these and other issues, completely unrelated to the Shebang team’s efforts – caused the company ultimately to run out of time and money. 

 

One of the things I regret most about the current state of Mobile Engines, and one of the things I worked hardest to preserve, is the potential loss of these guys as a core part of our business. Their skills, integrity, closeness, and overall personalities made them a rare, invaluable commodity for our efforts.  Would I recommend them? Yes. Would I like to have them be a part of anything I might do personally in the web or wireless space moving forward? Yes.

 

Sincerely,



John D. Martin

CTO/Founder, Mobile Engines, Inc.

 

 

